WOMEN ABOUT WOMEN, touring exhibition
Biljana Joti¢, art historian and curator —
Initiator and art director of the exhibition and project -

This exhibition gathers twenty female visual artists from the region of Western Balkans,
that is territories of Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia, Slovenia and North Macedonia.
Through liaison of female curators and female artists we raise awareness of the female
angle of observation and reaction to reality, in the creativity field of life. In direct contact
with artistic processes, living creative energy, the role of us curators is in the process of
the observation, gathering, capturing the present and documenting it. The two
exhibitions ,Woman about woman®, both in real and virtual spaces, in the physical
reality and virtual reality will be testimony of that.

Why woman? Because only a woman knows what and how she feels.
Why about woman? Because a woman is a subject not an object.
Why art? Because it is closest to the truth.

Why region? Because of the need to network.

Why project? To testify of present and carry the message.

The topic of women is not new. Throughout the history of art, women have been and
remain an inexhaustible motif. The inspiration of a woman in a specific way carries
antipodes and rests somewhere on the line between borderline feelings towards her.
Woman is a living organism and the best withess of our existence. Time flows and
thoughts change, and so does the role of women in society. This exhibition is dedicated
to the topic of women, yet by women. It raises the question from the inside to the
outside, about of her inner states of being. That is why it is an immediate and concrete,
raw theme that opens up to the observer in direct communication. It is not a close form
of one’s vision but a moment of expressing a woman’s emotion in the process.

Noting that the topic of women is very present in the art now, the artistic need to
express women as active participants, and not the subject of worship or hatred, beauty
or ugliness, lust or fear, this exhibition seeks to affirm the new context of observation
from reality, not just from theory. Focusing on the above, it aims to provide insight into
the female aspects of creativity today, to testify and document the present and activate
the question of the extent to which the role of women in art is shaped by society and
vice versa, how society affects women’s creativity. We are witnesses that there have
always been women who appear as individuals and leave an indelible mark in history
and society, and this exhibition carries a message from the present.

Exhibition ,Woman about woman® is a part of the international project with multiple
activities, implying the direct connection between art and social reality. The project
starts from art because art is closest to the truth and most open to the experience and
further communication. The selection of artists clearly indicates a combination of
different forms of artistic expression from the same basis — the echo of the inner female
being and the need to release the power she carries within herself, something as
artistically shaped moan, scream, thoughts from which the idea was borned and formed
the concept.



In accordance with contemporary trends and new media the artists express themselves
in a unique way in various media, from painting and drawing, through photography and
sculpture forms and sculpture installation, videos to performance. Heterogeneity of
visual expression is an inevitable phenomenon of the modern age, as well as the
diversity of media in which or with which they are expressed. In addition to the media,
diversity is also visible in different aproach to the women’s identities in contemporary
art, from forms throuh abstraction to the feminist artistic practices. This exhibition tends
to give some answers to that.

This first of two exhibitions Woman about woman includes artists pre-selected by
noninstitutional curators with years of experiences of curating practice from Serbia,
Montenegro, North Macedonia, Croatia and Slovenia. The selection for the future
second exhibition will happen via the open call and will include more territory from
European Union.

~JKEHE O XKEHAMA® nytyjyha nanoxta
- BurbaHa JoTuh, nctopnyapka ymeTHOCTM U camocTanHa KyCTOCKUHba —

- YMEeTHMYKa OAMPEKTOpPKa U nHMUMjaTopKa n3noxoe 1 npojekra -

OBa unanoxba okynrba ABafeceT XEHCKUX BU3YEeNnHUX yMeTHULA U3 pernoHa sanagHor
bankana, Teputopuja Cpbuje, LlpHe Tope, Xpsatcke, CnoBeHuWje ”n ceBepHe
MakenoHuje. Kpo3s HenocpeHy capagry KyCTOCKMHA U YMETHULA MOAMXKEMO CBECT O
XEHCKOM yrry nocmaTpawa W peakuuje Ha CcTBapHoOCT, y cdepu ymeTHocTn. Y
OVNPEKTHOM KOHTaKTYy Ca YMETHUYKUM MPOLIECMMa, XXMBOM KpeaTUBHOM eHEpPrujom, ynora
Hac KyCTOCKUH-A je y npouecy nocMmartpana, Cakynibakwa, XBaTawa CaJallhOoCTu U
AokymeHToBawa. O Tome cBegounm wusnoxba ,)KeHa O XeHu®, Koja ce pelwasa y
CTaBpPHOM U Yy BUPTYESNTHOM NPOCTOPY, (PU3NYKOj N BUPTYESNHOj CTBAPHOCTN.

3awTo XeHa? Jep caMo XeHa 3Ha WTa U Kako ce oceha.

3awTo o xeHn? lMNMowTo je xxeHa cybjekaT, a He objekar.

3awTo ymeTHOCT? Jep je Hajbnmka UCTUHN.

3awTo pernon? 36or notpebe ympexaBama.

3awTo npojekat? [Ja cBegoumn o cagalli0CTh U MPEHECE MOPYKY.

Tema xeHa Huje HoBa. TOKOM UCTOpUje YMETHOCTH, XXeHe cy bune 1 octane HeucupnaH
MoTuB. MIHCcnvpauwja >xeHoM Ha cneunduyaH HaunmH HOCK aHTUNoAe M NoYnBa Herae Ha
nnHWjKU n3mehy rpaHn4HMx oceharba npema woj. KeHa je XuBn opraHusam u Hajborom
CBe[OK Haller nocTojara. Bpeme Teye n Mucnm ce Mewajy, caMmum TUM WU ynora XXeHe y
apywTBy. OBa usnoxba je nocseheHa Temu xeHa, anu of cTpaHe xeHa. [ocTtasrba



NUTake M3HYTpa Ka Crnorba, O HEHWM YHyTpalwwhMm cTawuma buha. 36or Tora je
HernocpegHa W KOHKpeTHa, cMpoBa TemMa Koja ce nocmaTtpady oTBapa Y OUPEKTHO)
KOMyHUKaumju. To Huje obnmkoBaHa Heurja Bu3nja Beh TpeHyTak napaxkaBara KXEeHCKNX
emMouuja y camom npouecy.

Maejy o nanoxbu nokpeHyna je cBecT 0 cBe BeheM MPUCTYCTBY XeHa y CaBpeMEHO]
YMETHOCTW, LWTO npouctude u3 notpebe 3a u3pa3oM, akTMBHUM ydewhem vy
CaBpeMeHOM CTBapanaliTBy, a He Kao npegMeT oboxaBakwa Uin MpXHe, nenote unm
pykHOhe, MoXxyae unu cTtpaxa, y TeXwM Aa yTu4e Ha HOBM KOHTEKCT peakuumje Ha
cTBapHocT. ®okycupajyhm ce Ha rope HaBedeHO, Unib U3nNoxobe je aa npyxun yBua y
)KEHCKe cTBapanayke acnekrte, A4a nocBeaoyvM M OOKYMEHTYje cagallhOCT U akTuBMpa
nUTakwe y Kojoj Mepy ApYyLUTBEHA CTBAPHOCT OBNUKYje KEHCKN YMETHUYKN N3pa3s N Kako
APYLUTBO YyTU4Ye Ha XeHCKOo cTBapanawTeo. CeBegoum cMo Aa je yBek buno xeHa koje ce
nojaBrbyjy Kao nojeanHke n ocTaBribajy HEM3bpUCUB Tpar y UCTOpUjU 1 OPYLUTBY, a OBa
n3noxba oKynsba BULLE HUX N HOCKU MOPYKY O CafallHOCTH.

Nanoxba ,>KeHe o xeHama“ aeo je mMehyHapodHOr MpojekTa ca BuLLE aKTUBHOCTU M
MCTUM UUIbEBMMA, a nokasyjyhu OupekTHy Be3dy mamehy yMeTHOCTM U ApyLUTBEHe
CTBApPHOCTK, NpojekaT MoYMHe 0 YMETHOCTWU jep je YMETHOCT Hajonmka WUCTUHWU ”
HajOTBOPEHMja 3a UCKYCTBO U Adarby KOMyHukauujy. 36op ymeTHUUA jacHO ykasyje Ha
KOMOVHauujy pasnuunTnx obnvka YMEeTHUYKOr M3pakaBaka, a UCTEe OCHOBEe - ofjek
yHyTpaLwker )eHckor 6uha n notpedba ga ce ocnoboan cHara kojy OHa Hocu y cebwu,
HEWTO Kao yMeTHUYKM obnmkoBaHM BpuCaK, MUCa0 W3 Koje ce uaeja poguvna u
dopmmpana KoHUenT.

Y cknagy ca caBpeMeHMM TPeHAOBMMA U HOBUM Meaujuma, YMETHULM Ce M3paxkaBajy
Ha jeAVHCTBEH HaYMH Yy pasnuunTMM Meauvjuma, o4 CnukKe W upTexa, npeko
doTorpacujaxke W CKynnType, CKynnnTopanHe WHCTanauuwje, BuAeO 3anuca [o
nepgopmaHca. XeTeporeHoCT BU3yenHor uspasa HemsbexHa je nojaBa caBpemMeHor
poba, kao 1 pasHONMKOCT Meauja y KojuMa Unu ca kojuma ce nspaxasa. [Nopen meguja,
pa3nNUYMTOCT je Takohe BMAIbMBA Y PasnMyunMTUM NPUCTYNMMA XKXEHCKUM UAEHTUTETMMA Y
CaBpeMeHO] YyMeTHOCTM, o obnuMka W TenecHocTu, Kpo3 ancrpakuunjy, [no
PEMUHUCTUYKNX YMETHUYKMX npakcu. OBa m3noxba Ha HEeKWM Ha4yuMH Jaje O4roBop Ha
Manupakwe UAEHTUTETA XXEeHEe Y CaBPEMEHO] BU3YENHOj YMETHOCTW.

OBa, npBa oa aBe nsnoxbe XeHe o xxeHama ykrbydyje yHanpeq ogabpaHe ymeTHuue
KOje CBOjUM CTBapanawTBOM OArosapajy Ha Temy, OAHOCHO Yy u4ujeM uspasy cy
CenekTopke npenosane caBpeMeHO MAEHTU(UKOBaHe ca yroroMm u notpebama xeHe.
3a pgpyry wmsnoxby opabup he ce BpwUTM nNyTeM OTBOPEHOr Mo3uBa Mnagum
ymeTH/Uama n3 pasrnora 6enexerwa notpeba kojy HOCu MNagocT U NpUMapHU OfHOC
npema wu3pasy y okBupuma paTte Teme. [lopen Teputopuja 3anagHor bankaHa
ykbyunhe n Teputopuje y oksupmuma EBponcke yHuje.



